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HIGHLIGHTS 


January 9 - 15, 1994 


Arctic high pressure systems twice plunged southeastward across the Dakotas 

and the Midwest before turning eastward toward the northern Atlantic pak 

Coast States. The latter blast delivered the coldest air to the aforementioned . of pigs 6 enpratore Peres 

areas since at least December 1989, and in some cases since January 1985. By me: Minimum Temperature Maps ; 

Between the highs, abundant Gulf of Mexico moisture streamed northward, “National Weather Data for Selected: Cities: oo. 

producing heavy rain in the Southeast, and yet another wintry mix of ice and a 

snow from the Middle Atlantic States northward. Freezing rain first 

appeared on Tuesday in parts of North Carolina, and became more opel ereety Weather and Crop sie & 

widespread on Wednesday from Virginia northward into southern New Serer Semper atures s recepacec soe Meme 2: 
: : : : s bacript ion and Mailing Permit Information « 

England. Snow fell in some areas, accumulating 6 inches in Hancock, MD S 3 

and 7 inches in Allentown, PA. Farther south, more than 2 inches of rain ee 

drenched locations such as Charleston, SC and Mobile, AL. Prior to the 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending January 15, 1994 
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HEATING DEGREE DAYS (Base 65° F) 


January 9 - 15, 1994 
(Cumulative totals and departures from normal are for the period July 1, 1993 - January 15, 1994) 
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National Agricultural Summary 


January 10 - 16, 1994 


HIGHLIGHTS: Winter wheat in the upper Great Plains and upper 
Midwest was well protected by snow from bitterly cold weather. 
Winter wheat in the lower Ohio Valley did not receive cover from the 
cold until late Sunday, when a storm brought large amounts of snow 
from the Ohio Valley to the Northeast. In the West, dry conditions 
stressed small grains and pastures. Rain over the Southeast at midweek 


hindered fieldwork. 


SMALL GRAINS: Snow cover across the upper Great Plains 
and Midwest was thickened, and cover was extended across the 
southern Ohio Valley by a late-week snow storm. Snow cover 
for wheat in the Northwest and the eastern edge of the Rockies 
was light to non-existent. However, mild temperatures have 
protected the wheat. In the central Mississippi Valley, the cold 
weather caused concern to those producers whose winter wheat 
did not enjoy snow cover. In the southern Great Plains and 
California, winter wheat and small grains suffered from lack of 
moisture. In California, small grains and wheat needed more 
rain to promote good germination and growth. The condition of 
some dry-land wheat fields in Texas continued to deteriorate due 
to lack of moisture. Some Texas oat fields have not emerged 
due to dryness. Small grains and wheat in the South and 
Southeast needed warmer conditions to promote growth. 


OTHER FIELD CROPS: The Georgia onion crop tolerated 
cold weather well. In east Texas, onion planting started but was 
delayed by rain. The sugarcane harvest continued, and 
sugarcane planting advanced in Florida. Sugarbeets were 
thinned and weeded in California. Tobacco bed preparation 
made progress in Georgia and North Carolina. Planting of 
tobacco plant beds neared completion in Florida. 


FRUITS AND NUTS: The pecan harvest neared completion in 
Texas and some areas of Georgia. Citrus harvests continued in 
Arizona, California, and Florida. No freezing temperatures were 


reported in the Florida citrus areas. Rain delayed the Florida 
grapefruit harvest. The dancy tangerine harvest in Florida was 
slowed by small-sized fruit. Pruning of deciduous trees continued 
in the Northwest and California, and started in Georgia. 


VEGETABLES: The vegetable harvest advanced in California, 
Florida, Texas, and Arizona. Rain hampered fieldwork in some 
areas of Florida. Rains delayed fieldwork in northern Florida and 
eastern Texas. Low temperatures slowed crop growth in Florida. 
Blowing sand damaged some crops in southwestern Florida. Low 
prices slowed the broccoli harvest in California. Preparations for 
the planting of spring vegetables advanced across the Nation 
where conditions allowed. 


PASTURE AND LIVESTOCK: Bitter cold weather stressed 
livestock in the upper Great Plains, the Midwest, the Ohio Valley, 
and the Northeast. Pressure on hay supplies in these areas 
increased as the cold conditions required increased amounts of 
supplemental feeds. Weight gains on livestock in lowa and 
Illinois have been slowed by the cold weather. In the West, mild 
conditions limited livestock stress and the need for supplemental 
feeding. Nationally, hay supplies were adequate, but livestock 
producers in the Midwest continued to watch their supplies 
closely. Pasture feed condition for the Nation was generally fair. 
Pastures in California and the southern Great Plains needed rain 
to promote growth. Livestock condition for the Nation was fair 
to good. 





(Continued from front cover) 

arrival of the storm, barometric pressures rose to January-record 
levels on Monday in several locations, including Asheville, NC 
(30.73 inches of mercury, adjusted to sea-level) and 
Wilmington, DE (30.82 inches). Also on Monday, daily record 
lows were established in Williamsport, PA (-4°F) and 
Syracuse, NY (-10°F). In contrast, conditions west of the 
Rocky Divide remained very warm and dry, except in the 
Pacific Northwest, which received light precipitation at regular 
intervals, and in interior valleys, which experienced fog. 
Among the half-dozen daily records set in the West Coast 
States on Thursday were highs of 61°F in Yakima, WA, 61°F in 
Pendleton, OR, and 65°F in Oakland, CA. Meanwhile, the 
coldest in a month-long series of arctic high pressure systems 


surged into the Dakotas and northeastern Montana. On Friday 
in Montana, temperatures fell below 0°F at Glasgow, while across 
the State, Helena warmed to a daily record 55°F. By Saturday, 
arctic air was firmly entrenched from North Dakota to the upper 
Midwest as temperatures plunged below -20°F. Mason City, IA 
recorded -28°F. Rockford, IL reported a maximum temperature 
of -13°F. Frigid air continued to stream eastward during the day, 
and by midnight, sub-zero temperatures covered areas northeast 
of a line from northeastern Montana to northeastern Nebraska 
to southern Kentucky. Possible adverse impacts on winter wheat 
were confined to portions of the lower Ohio Valley, where, 
without the benefit of protective snow cover, temperatures slipped 
slightly below 0°F. 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 
These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions 
important on a national scale. More detailed data are available in Weather 
and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical 
Offices in cooperation with the National Weather Service. 


ALABAMA: Cold week. Temperatures 5 to 9° below normal. Highs 
around 50° across the north, ranged to the middle 60s near the coast. 
Lows 10 to 15° were common in the north. Lows around 20° central 
to lower 20s south and around 30° near the coast. Rain 3 to 5 days 
across the Tennessee Valley, 2 to 3 days elsewhere. Rain totals of 
1.00 to 2.00 in. were common in extreme northeast, and Mobile, 
Baldwin counties. Elsewhere only isolated spots over 1.00 in. rain. 
Activities: cultivating fields, care of livestock, poultry, catfish. 


ARIZONA: Normal to above normal temperatures most areas. 
Temperatures -1° below normal to 5° above normal. Extremes 10°; 
71° higher elevations; 19°; 78° deserts. No precipitation. 

Small grains field preparations, planting near complete. Small 
grain seeded 96%, 82% 1993, 92% avg.; established 90%, 71% 
1993, 71% avg. Alfalfa mostly good. Harvest, sheeping off 
activities light; stand renovation, new stand establishment mostly 
normal. Citrus harvest continued active. Grapefruit, navel, sweet 
oranges, lemons available central, western areas. Tangerines, 
tangelos, also available central area. Winter vegetable harvest 
steady. Available from both western, central areas: Broccoli, 
cabbage, cauliflower, leaf, romaine lettuces, spinach. Western 
harvest also included: Iceberg, Boston lettuce, endive, escarole. 
Central crops also available included: beets, carrots, mixed greens, 
green onions, radishes, swiss chard, rapini, turnips. Pecans, 
tomatoes continued harvested eastern areas. 


ARKANSAS: Cool, cloudy week, temperatures averaging a little 
below normal. Widespread precipitation first part of week. 
Extremes 10°; 60°. Precipitation 0.02 to 1.35 in. 

Soil moisture supplies adequate to surplus. Wheat condition fair 
to good, needs sunshine, dry weather. Livestock good condition. 
Producers feeding hay, supplies adequate. Pastures good condition. 


CALIFORNIA: Light rainfall northern locations. Totals less 
than 0.20 in. Dense fog persisted through midday central valley. 
Cool, dry weather prevailed. 

Fieldwork progressed quickly most areas. Planting small grains, 
forage crops, alfalfa ongoing. Additional precipitation needed good 
germination small grains. Emerged crops mostly good, excellent. 
Small grain, alfalfa fields sprayed weed control. Cotton producers 
irrigating, applying pre-emergence herbicides. Alfalfa, sudangrass 
cut greenchop. Sugarbeets thinned, weeded many areas. Orchard 
pruning, spraying, weed control, other cultural practices active. 
Pruning, fertilizing, tying of vines continued vineyards. Date 
harvest completed Coachella valley. Granny Smith, Fuji apples 
packed. Lemon, tangerine, grapefruit, tangelo, Navel orange harvest 
continued. Asparagus fields sprayed control weeds Sutter County. 
Harvest broccoli slowed central valley due poor prices. Broccoli 
coming Riverside County good quality. Along central coast, 
broccoli fields irrigated for plant germination. Cabbage central 
valley moved local markets limited volume. Harvest carrots desert 
valleys. The cauliflower harvest drawing to close Tulare County. 
Celery along central coast harvested. Lettuce treated control 
mildew Fresno County. Lettuce San Joaquin Valley progressing 
normally in the 4 to 5 leaf stage. Head, leaf lettuce harvested desert 
valleys. Winter potato movement Riverside County continued. 
Harvest spinach Coachella Valley. Ground preparation, preplant 
weed control took place San Joaquin Valley. Other crops being 
harvested: sweet potatoes, taro root, turnips, various oriental 
vegetables. Moisture in foothill range areas being rapidly depleted. 
Limited grass growth. Rainfall badly needed to sustain growth. 
Supplemental feeding continued. Calves in good shape. Branding 
started. Sheep grazing alfalfa fields. 


COLORADO: Dry, cool conditions on the 10th, 11th gave way to 
increasing winds, snow showers in the northern mountains by late 
on the 12th. Light snow continued on the 13th, 14th; 3 to 6 in. 
recorded in the northern, central mountains, although lower 
elevations reported very little. A high wind watch was posted in the 
northeast foothills where winds reached up to 50 mph. The 14th 


saw decreasing clouds and windy conditions. Moisture during the 
period was less than 0.10 in. in all major River Basins. Temperatures 
mostly 3 to 6° above normal, a little higher near the eastern foothills 
and a little lower in the San Luis Valley. 

Care, feeding of livestock was the main producer activity this week. 


FLORIDA: Temperatures 1 to 7° below normal. Highs 60s 
Panhandle to mid 80s central, south. Lows mid to upper 20s north to 
low 50s southeast coast. Rain on 2 to 4 days most locations. Rain 
totals near or above normal, ranging from 0.66 in. to 3.00 in. 

Soil moisture mostly short to adequate with areas of surplus mois- 
ture. Sugarcane harvest, planting active. Planting of tobacco beds 
winding down. Maintaining tobacco beds. Making preparations for 
spring planted crops. Citrus trees, remaining fruit very good condi- 
tion. Projected freezing temperatures failed to arrive. Rain 2 or more 
days enhances surface moisture. Early, mid orange harvesting very 
active. Grapefruit movement slowed by rain. Early tangerine harvest 
almost complete. Dancy tangerine movement slower than normal due 
to small sizes. Processors using most of current tangelo movement. 
Temple harvest just starting. Major vegetable growing regions 
received 1.00 to 4.00 in. rain. Moisture hampered field activity North. 
Some wind, blowing sand damaged several crops Southwest. Temper- 
atures near freezing several locations over weekend but no frost 
damage reported. Cooler weather slowing plant growth. Leading 
vegetable shipments: Tomatoes, peppers, cabbage, squash, cucumber. 
Also available: Snap beans, carrots, celery, chinese cabbage, sweet 
corn, eggplant, escarole, iceberg, leaf, romaine, specialty lettuces, 
radishes, strawberries, cherry tomatoes. Pasture 20% poor, 50% fair, 
30% good. Cattle herds mostly fair to good condition. 


GEORGIA: Temperatures 7 to 10° below normal, except southeast 
2 to 5° below normal. Highs around 50 north, middle 50s central, 
middle 60s south, extreme southeast. Lows into single digits north of 
Atlanta, Athens. Blairsville coldest, 3° recorded. Middle to upper 
teens common through central counties, low to middle 20s south. 
Rain 1 to 4 days over State. Rainfall 1.00 to 2.00 in. typical in 
northern third, around 0.50 in. elsewhere, near 1.00 in. isolated spots 
near Florida border. 

Soil moisture adequate to surplus, mostly adequate, throughout the 
State. Field preparation was limited due to the rains during the week. 
Pecan harvest steady some areas nearing completion. Soybean, cotton 
harvest complete. Onion planting nearly complete. Onions tolerating 
cold weather nicely. Tobacco bed preparation making steady pro- 
gress. Pruning of peach trees began this week. Topdress application 
of nitrogen fertilizer to small grains began in some areas. All crop 
conditions fair to good, pastures rated fair. Routine care of livestock, 
poultry. Cattle, hogs good. 


HAWAII: Cool, dry weather prevailed most of week. Rainfall 
continued light, none to 3.20 in. Drought forced Hawaii island 
officials to place five districts under a State of emergency. Dry 
weather created possible fire hazards, burning ban in effect, affecting 
sugarcane harvesting. Temperatures low 60s to mid 80s. 

Sunny, dry weather helped field preparations, planting. Growers 
increased irrigation to compensate for lower rainfall. Most insect, 
disease infestations controlled with regular spraying, few exceptions. 
Banana, papaya output near last week’s level. 


IDAHO: Weather data not available. 

Soil moisture adequate. Hay, roughage supplies adequate. Activities: 
Marketing, educational meetings, taxes, shop activities, livestock care. 
Livestock good condition with early calving, lambing. 


ILLINOIS: _ Bitterly cold arctic air plunged into the State, with 
temperatures 4 to 12° below normal. Highs teens to mid 30s. Lows 
near zero to low 20s. Snow fall of 3.00 to 8.00 in. fell over the south 
on 16th, as precipitation was near 0.25 in. north; near 1.25 in. south. 

Winter wheat 1% excellent, 24% good, 54% fair, 21% poor. Soil 
moisture 59% adequate, 41% surplus. Farmers reported concerns for 
winter wheat exposed to cold with little to no snowcover, livestock 
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concerns such as frozen water, some respiratory problems and slow 
weight gains. In addition, supplies of quality hay continue to be of 
concern to farmers. Grain movement was moderate to heavy, as 
many farmers marketed grains due to favorable prices. 


INDIANA: Arctic air prevailed for most of the past week. High 
temperatures low to mid 20s in the north to the upper 20s, lower 30s 
in the south, which was mostly 7 to 10° below normal across the 
State. Lows single digits, teens in the north, central to teens, lower 
20s in the south. Coldest readings reached below zero across all 
areas of the State. Precipitation, water equivalent, 0.25 to 0.75 in. 
north to 0.80 to 1.90 in. south. Snow depth is now 3 to 10 in. north 
to 5 to 13 in. south. 

Cold weather halted any farm activity. Wheat condition remains 
adequate to good, with good to excellent snowcover. Hay supplies 
remain adequate to good, with increased feeding activity. Livestock 
stressed by colder weather. Other activities; grain marketing, 
fixing machinery, tax preparation. 


IOWA: Bitter cold air dominated weather last half of week, wind 
chills -40 to -65° at weekend. Temperatures 3° below normal 
southwest to 11° below normal northeast. Extremes -28°; 46°. 
Series of Alberta Clippers left up to 6 in. new snow northeast. 
Snowcover: none far southwest; up to 10 to 14 in. far north and 
northeast. Precipitation 0.01 in. southwest to 0.39 in. northeast; 
average 0.11 in. (normal 0.19 in.). 

The extreme cold very hard on livestock, especially where shelter 
is limited. Weight gains for cattle and hogs intended for slaughter 
are being severely reduced. 


KANSAS: Temperature above normal last week. Western third 
was warmest with 6° above normal. Central third 5° above normal, 
eastern one-third 4° above normal. Weekend temperatures plunged 
to single digit lows as a cold front moved into the State. Little or no 
precipitation fell. Snowcover is virtually non-existent with the 
exception of the north central district where snow cover is light. 


KENTUCKY: Weather data not available. 
Cold weather during the week caused stress to livestock. 


LOUISIANA: Temperatures 3.2° below to 2.5° above normal. 
Extremes 28°; 71°. Rainfall 0.18 in. northeast to 0.89 in. southeast. 
Northern parishes experienced some rain early in the week which 
delayed fieldwork. Main activities were equipment repair, winter 
feeding; tending of cattle. Farmers attended extension service 
meetings. Southern parishes also had limited days suitable for 
fieldwork because of rain. Activities were winter wheat fertilization, 
equipment repair, maintenance, end of the year bookkeeping, 
tending of cattle. Farmers attended various extension meetings in 
their areas. Vegetable harvest was active in Plaquemines parish. 


MARYLAND & DELAWARE: MARYLAND: Precip 0.79 in., 
normal 0.74 in. Temperature 27.5°, normal 32.8°. Extremes -9°; 51°. 
Activities: Attending meetings. Caring for livestock. 
DELAWARE: Precipitation 0.90 in., normal 0.75 in. Temperature 
29.1°, normal 34.0°. Extremes 11°; 42°. 
Activities: Attending meetings. Caring for livestock. 


MICHIGAN: Extremes -28°; 39°. Precipitation none to 0.72 in. 
across the State. Frigid temperature were present throughout the 
State. Snow fell across the State over the weekend. Feed supplies 
are adequate, livestock are in good condition. The cold weather has 
made it hard on dairy farms with keeping newborns warm. Major 
activities included: Spreading manure (if it was not frozen), 
pruning, hauling corn, soybeans to the elevator, doing taxes, fixing 
machinery, cutting wood, plowing snow, trying to stay warm. 


MINNESOTA: Temperatures 9 to 14° below normal for the State. 
Extremes -36°; 32°. Precipitation averaged 0.02 in. below normal for 
the west central, 0.04 to 0.17 in. above normal elsewhere. 
Precipitation 0.15 to 0.36 in. for the State. Precipitation 0.40 in. 
Snowfall averaged a 3 to 9 in. for the State. Snow depth at week’s 
end averaged 9 to 11 in. for the southern third of the State, 14 to 26 
in. elsewhere. 

Unrelenting cold spell continues to stress livestock, press on feed 
supplies throughout the State. Farmers are busy with chores, 
ordering supplies for the 1994 growing season. 


MISSISSIPPI: Temperatures 40°, 3.0° below normal. Extremes 13°; 
64°. Minimal amounts of rainfall. Coastal district received just over 
1.00 in. State 0.38 in., 0.76 in. below normal. Soil temperatures 42°. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 0.5, 0.2 1993, 0.6 avg. Soil moisture 
45% adequate, 55% surplus. Hay supply 18% short, 82% adequate. 
Feed grain supply 15% short, 85% adequate. Livestock conditions 
20% fair, 80% good. Pasture 80% of normal. Feeding livestock. 


MISSOURI: Temperatures 3 to 7° below normal most areas, except 
Bootheel, 1° above normal. Most locations received less than 0.25 in. 
precipitation, expect Bootheel up to 0.75 in. 

Some recent snow, colder weather causing increased feed 
requirements for livestock. Farmers planning for new crop season. 


MONTANA: Temperatures above normal; west 20° above normal. 
Precipitation 0.10 in. or less statewide, 0.20 to 0.30 in. east. 
Protectiveness of snowcover for winter wheat is 48% poor, 25% fair, 
26% good, 1% excellent. Wind damage to winter wheat 38% none, 
47% light, 15% moderate. Grazing is 33% open, 64% difficult, 3% 
closed. Supplemental feed was given to 95% of the livestock. 


NEBRASKA: Temperatures 8° above normal in the northwest to 7° 
below normal in the northeast. Only light amounts of precipitation 
occurred across the State averaging less than 0.10 in. 

Farm, ranch activities included livestock care, grain handling, 
machinery preparations. 


NEVADA: High pressure dominated with most stations reporting 
above-normal temperatures, no precipitation. Extremes 6°; 72°. 
Mild weather easy on livestock, feeding requirements. Lack of 
precipitation becoming a concern to farmers/ranchers. Major 
activities include care, feeding of livestock, general maintenance. 


NEW ENGLAND: Precipitation 0.02 to 0.53 in. regionwide. 
Temperatures 2 to 15° north; 12 to 21° south. Maximum temperatures 
37 to 41° north; 38 to 44° south. Minimum temperatures -27 to -23° 
north; -3 to -16° south. 

Major farm activities: Removing snow from barnyards, tending 
livestock, preparing for lambing. 


NEW JERSEY: Temperatures were much below normal, 18° north, 
23° south 25° coastal. Extremes -5°; 45°. Precipitation was below 
normal; averaging 0.58 in north, 0.47 in. south 0.41 in coastal. 
Heaviest 24 hour total 0.67 in on the 12th, 13th. Heaviest 24-hour 
snowfall 5 inches on the 12th, 13th. Snow on ground on 17th: a trace 
in south, 1 to 3 in. ice in central, 6 to 10 in. north. 

Farmers caring for livestock, plowing snow, other winter chores. 


NEW MEXICO: Dry winter weather continued. Only precipitation 
was around week’s end with several hundredths of an inch of moisture 
at several locations on the high plains. Temperatures for the week 
were within a couple of degrees of normal at most locations, averaged 
1° above normal for the State. Extremes -2° northwest; 73° southeast. 

Farming activities have slowed considerably with land preparation, 
pecan tree pruning the main activities during the week. Ranching 
activities mainly focused on supplemental feeding. 


NEW YORK: Precipitation below normal though snow fell each 
day. Weekly totals ranged from 24% of normal in east to 65% in the 
Great Lakes area. It was unusually cold, especially at end of week. 
Temperatures varied from 6° to 13° below normal. Extremes -41°; 44°. 

Major activities: Tending livestock, maintenance work, machinery 
repair, attending meetings, moving crops from storage. Extreme 
coldness, snow made outside chores difficult. 


NORTHCAROLINA: Temperatures near normal. Largest negative 
departures were in the mountains. Precipitation for the week ranged 
from 3.06 in. at Mount Mitchell to 0.01 in. at Pope Air Force Base. 

Activities included: Tobacco plant bed preparation; tending 
livestock; general farm maintenance, cutting wood. 


NORTH DAKOTA: Temperatures $ to 14° below normal. Extremes 
-37° east central; 36° southwest. Precipitation was below normal. 
Windchills -50 to -90°. 

Snowcover sufficient to protect fall seeded crops. Cattle, sheep in 
good condition; feeding up due to severe cold. Feed, forage supplies 
still adequate. Secondary roads drifted; considerable blowing snow. 
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OHIO: Seasonable temperatures at times gave no indication of the 
arctic air that would overtake the State. Bitterly cold air with 
dangerously low wind chills were in place by the 15th. A winter 
storm developed in the mid-Mississippi valley on the 15th, spread 
ice and snow into the State on the 16th. Week averaged 6 to 10° 
below normal. Highs were in the middle to upper 20s. Lows ranged 
in the single digits to mid teens. Coldest temperatures occurred over 
the weekend with lows in the minus teens at many spots. 
Precipitation was greatest in the south due to a winter storm on the 
16th that deposited 5 to 12 in. of snow on some localities by the 
17th. Liquid amounts varied from under 0.20 in. to almost 1.00 in. 

Snow cover protected fall-seeded grains such as wheat, rye, speltz 
from extreme low temperatures. Livestock was sheltered, required 
large amounts of hay and\or other roughage. 


OKLAHOMA: Temperatures 2° below normal central to 3° above 
normal southwest. Precipitation: none Panhandle, north central to 
2.62 in southeast. State received zero or minimal moisture except in 
the southeast, east-central where 2.50 in., 1.00 in. fell respectively. 
Western half continues dry; more rain needed for small grain plant 
development. Livestock markets active with feeder steers, steer 
calves steady, feeder heifers, heifer calves steady to $2.00 higher. 


OREGON: Temperatures above normal; 13° above normal north- 
central area, 10° above normal Willamette Valley, south-central 
areas, elsewhere 3 to 8° above normal. Northern Cascades 2.00 in. 
(20 inches snow), southwestern valleys 0.60 in., elsewhere 0.50 in. 

Soil moisture adequate. Winter orchard pruning continued. Live- 
stock good to excellent. Supplemental feeding continued, statewide. 


PENNSYLVANIA: Several inches of snow early in the week. End 
of week brought Arctic air, coldest temperatures of the season. 
Temperature 19°, 7° below normal. Extremes -20°; 41°. Precipitation 
0.34 in., 0.33 in. below normal. 

Activities: Attending PA State Farm Show; hauling manure; fixing 
fence; caring for livestock. 


PUERTO RICO: Island rainfall 0.89 in, was 0.19 in. above 
normal. Highest rainfall 2.63 in. at San Lorenzo 3S, 2.18 in. at Rio 
Blanco Lower, 1.90 in. Canovanas. Highest 24 hour total was 1.40 
in. at Toa Baja 1SSW on 11th. At San Juan, mean temperature 77.1° 
which is 0.1° above normal, rainfall 1.29 in. which is 0.57 in. above 
normal. Island temperatures 76° on Coasts, 71 to 72° in the Interior 
with mean station temperature from 78.4° at central Aguirre to 67.5° 
at Adjuntas AES. Extremes 49°; 91°. 


SOUTH CAROLINA: Temperatures 4 to 7° below normal across 
State. Average precipitation 1.20 in. statewide. 

Farm activities: Wet soil limited farm activities; tobacco beds 
virtually seeded; few soil samples taken; wheat stands good, 
developing well; livestock good. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Temperatures 2 to 16° below normal across 
most of the State, except in the extreme west central where average 
temperatures were up to 9° above normal. Extremes -36°; 50°. 
Precipitation generally above normal. Maximum 1.22 in; amounts 
ranging from 0.81 in. above normal to 0.30 in. below normal. 
Activities: livestock care and sales, farm shows, routine chores. 


TENNESSEE: Temperatures 5 to 10° below normal across the 
State, with coldest readings on the Plateau. Warmest temperatures 
occurred in west on the 10th, with highs climbing into the mid 50s. 
Coldest weather took place on the 15th, with highs only around 15 
to 25°. Temperatures fell slightly below zero in the northeast on the 
morning of the 16th. Almost 2.00 in. of rain fell at Chattanooga on 
the 11th, with other areas of the east receiving around an inch. 

Soil moisture levels are adequate. Main activities are livestock 
chores, farm maintenance, production meetings. 


TEXAS: Mild winter weather ended as a surge of arctic air pushed 
into State late last week. This surge, however, was fairly weak. A 
stronger push of cold air moved through State late in weekend, 
lowered temperatures considerably. Moisture was limited with 
intrusion of arctic air. Cold was preceded by several days of quite 
mild weather. Departures of +2° in High Plains and Trans-Pecos; up 
to +7° Lower Valley. Only Southern Low Plains had a negative 
departure with -1°. Rainfall was below average in northern, western 


portions of State. Highest rain amounts occurred in Coastal Plains, 
South Texas. Departures were -0.10 to -0.20 in. below normal in 
western, northern areas while departures were above normal in rest of 
State ranging from +0.02 up to +0.99 in. 

Crops: Small grains fields across much of State suffered through 
a -— week of dry weather. High, Low Plains were both in need of 
moisture as dryland wheat conditions continued to deteriorate. In 
Blacklands, some producers were applying top dressing to wheat crop. 
In Cross Timbers, some fields were sprayed for greenbugs. In South 
Texas, oat crop continued to suffer. Some fields there have not 
germinated and a number of fields appear to have died from lack of 
rain. Wheat 55% normal, 63% 1992. 

Commercial Vegetables: In Rio Grande Valley, cabbage, carrot, 
celery harvest was active. Some watermelon acreage was planted. In 
East Texas, land preparation was active prior to rains there. Planting 
of cabbage, onions began. Some tomato transplants and potato 
sprouts were being readied to put out next month. In High Plains, 
where soil moisture continued to be in short supply, only a limited 
amount of land preparation was done. In Trans-Pecos, land 
preparation continued. Irrigation was active along Rio Grande River. 
Pecans: Harvest was winding down across State. 

Range and Livestock: Livestock condition remained steady as 
supplemental feeding continued across most of Texas. Water levels 
in stock tanks declined further. Range and winter pastures continued 
to decline across most of the State due to a lack of rain. Some 
lambing occurred in the Edwards Plateau. 


UTAH: Temperature maximums 5° above normal, minimums 3° 

above normal. Precipitation was zero for Dixie, Uinta Basin, South- 

east Divisions. Other areas received light to moderate precipitation. 
Activities: marketing onions, hay, grains; maintenance; bookkeeping. 


VIRGINIA: Temperatures near normal until weekend arctic air set 
record lows. Extremes -12°; 66°. Precipitation near or above normal. 
Water equivalent was 0.71 to 1.78 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 0.6. Topsoil moisture 25% adequate, 
75% surplus. Winter grains, grazing crops 2% very poor, 10% poor, 
51% fair, 35% good, 2% excellent. Forage from pastures, grazing 
crops; dairy cattle 3% beef cattle 8%, sheep 8%. Extreme cold, ice, 
snow hampering calving, lambing. Farmers concerned about winter 
feed supplies. Other activities scouting small grains, pesticide 
recertification, repairs farm records, meetings. 


WASHINGTON: Temperatures 6 to 11° above normal west; 7 to 18° 
above normal east. Precipitation 0.40 to 1.92 in. west; none to 0.55 
in. east. Seasonal precipitation accumulations (since Sept. 1, 1993) 
ranged from 35% to 74% of normal across the State. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Soil moisture 29% short, 70% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Hay, other roughage supplies 10% short, 90% 
adequate. Range, pasture 25% very poor, 15% poor, 45% fair, 15% 
good. Winter wheat dryland 1% very poor, 1% poor, 37% fair, 60% 
good, 1% excellent; irrigated 2% fair, 95% good, 3% excellent. 
Barley dryland 95% fair, 5% good; irrigated 10% fair, 90% good. 
Snow cover for winter grains was lacking in many locations, it has 
resulted in little damage thus far due to the mild weather. Pruning of 
fruit trees, caneberries was the major activity for fruit growers. 
Forced rhubarb harvest start in the western part of State. Mild winter 
so far has kept livestock maintenance low, has improved the outlook 
for hay supplies, which were tight going in to the feeding season. 


WEST VIRGINIA: Temperature 23°. Extremes -17°; 49°. 
Precipitation 0.89 in. Temperatures 6 to 8° below normal. 
Precipitation averaged above normal. 

Farm activities: feeding livestock, bookkeeping, maintenance. 


WISCONSIN: Temperatures below normal with extreme windchills. 
Temperature -1°. Extremes -36°; 34°. Precipitation 0.50 in. 

There was very little outside activity during the week because of the 
extreme cold weather. Most farmers concentrated on keeping warm. 


WYOMING: Temperatures above normal; 2° above normal in 
Deaver to 12° above normal in Cody. Precipitation below normal in 
all areas except the northeast which was above normal. Alva, 
Sundance received the largest amount of precipitation with 0.50 in. 
Winter wheat mostly fair to good. Snowcover protection on winter 
wheat mostly short. Livestock: good condition. Hay, roughage sup- 
plies mostly adequate. Starting to shear sheep in some farm flocks. 
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International Weather and Crop Summary 
HIGHLIGHTS 


January 9 - 15, 1994 


FSU-WESTERN: 


Unseasonably warm weather continued over 


EUROPE: Light showers lingered over western areas, keeping 
soils saturated. Unseasonably warm weather reduced winter grain 
hardiness in the north but promoted vegetative growth in the south. 


SOUTH ASIA: Beneficial showers helped winter grains and 
oilseeds in northern and central India. 


EASTERN ASIA: The North China Plain remained seasonably 
dry, while rain benefited the Yangtze Valley’s reservoirs. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Heavy showers covered Java’s rice areas, 
causing some flooding but boosting irrigation reserves. 


AUSTRALIA: Rains brought relief to eastern summer crops, but 
additional rain is still needed. 


SOUTH AMERICA: In Argentina, mostly dry weather favored 
soybean planting and southern wheat harvesting. Across southern 
Brazil, widespread showers benefited soybeans. 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Beneficial rain covered winter 
grains in Tunisia, reversing persistent dryness. 


SOUTH AFRICA: Soaking rain increased moisture for previously 
dry western corn areas. 
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FSU-WESTERN: Unusually mild weather continued over winter 
grain areas. Light rain (around 10 mm) fell over the Baltic States, 
Belarus, and central Ukraine. Generally dry weather prevailed over 
eastern Ukraine and most of Russia. Lowest temperatures during 
the week ranged from -5 to 1 degrees Celsius (C) over Belarus, 
Ukraine, and North Caucasus, Russia, favoring overwintering crops. 
Coldest weather covered northern Russia (Central Region, Volga 
Vyatsk, and upper Volga Valley) where lowest temperatures ranging 
from -23 to -12 degrees C occurred over a protective snow cover. 
In December, abundant moisture and unusually mild weather 
covered winter grain areas in the Baltic States, Belarus, Ukraine, and 
Russia, following November’s bitterly cold weather. Most areas 
received near- to above-normal precipitation. The mild weather in 
December provided generally favorable overwintering conditions for 
crops. However, considerable melting of protective snow cover 
occurred in Ukraine and southem Russia, leaving winter grains 
vulnerable to potential extreme cold. 
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EUROPE Total Precipitation (mm) 


EUROPE: Widespread light to moderate precipitation (10-25 mm, 
with local amounts in excess of 25 mm) lingered over France, 
Belgium, and Germany, keeping soils saturated but allowing 
floodwaters to recede. Further east, light precipitation (generally 
less than 10 mm) covered Poland, the Czech and Slovak republics, 
Hungary, and Romania. Moderate to heavy rain (30-50 mm, with 
local amounts in excess of 50 mm) covered Portugal, southern Italy, 
and Greece, benefiting winter grains in the vegetative stage. 
Unseasonably mild weather continued across the region, reducing 
winter grain hardiness in the north, and promoting vegetative growth 
across the Mediterranean region. In December, persistent heavy rain 
caused extensive flooding in France, Belgium, and Germany. In 
eastern Europe, above-normal precipitation in December increased 
moisture reserves for next spring’s growth. Dry weather in southern 
Spain limited moisture for winter grains in the early vegetative 
stage. While above-normal temperatures in December provided 
generally favorable overwintering conditions for crops, the mild 
weather caused considerable melting of protective snow cover in the 
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SOUTH ASIA: Beneficial showers (10-32 mm) boosted moisture 
reserves for winter grains and oilseeds in central and northern India. 
The rain was especially welcomed for rainfed crops following a 
protracted dry spell. Dry weather continued over Pakistan, as well 
as most of eastern and southern India, as temperatures generally 
averaged 1-2 degrees C above normal. In early December, a 
cyclone struck near Madras and dissipated over the southern interior, 
bringing heavy showers (25-100 mm) to fall crop areas as far north 
as Maharashtra. Aside from coastal flooding as the storm made 
landfall, some damage was reported to fall-planted groundnuts in 
southern Andra Pradesh. Dry, warm December weather in Pakistan 
and India’s northern half aided winter grain and oilseed planting but 


reduced moisture for rainfed crops. 
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EASTERN ASIA: Seasonably dry weather continued across the 
North China Plain. Winter wheat remained dormant over most areas 
despite above-normal temperatures (3-5 degrees C). However, the 
continued unseasonably warm weather diminished the wheat’s 
winter hardiness. Light to moderate rain (7-25 mm) fell across the 
Yangtze Valley, replenishing reservoir levels. During December, 
seasonably dry weather prevailed across the North China Plain, 
while the Yangtze Valley received near- to slightly below-normal 
rainfall. 
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The Southeast Asia monthly average temperature map appears 
on the previous page. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Moderate to heavy showers (50-100 mm or 
more) covered most Javan rice areas, boosting irrigation reserves but 
causing additional flooding. Moderate to heavy showers (25-135 
mm) fell elsewhere in Indonesia and much of Malaysia, although 
dry weather prevailed along the eastern Malay Peninsula. Mostly 
dry weather dominated the Philippines, providing a needed break 
from the recent inundating rains. In December, an unusually high 
number of tropical systems plagued the Philippines, bringing 
inundating rains and high winds to rice, com, copra, and sugarcane 
regions. Remnants of the storms affecting the Philippines brought 
heavy showers to Vietnam’s central coast, likely causing some 
damage to winter-spring rice, as well as sections of western 
Malaysia. December rainfall was generally near normal in eastern 
Malaysia and Indonesia. 
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AUSTRALIA 
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
December 1993 


AUSTRALIA: Late-week rain (5-30 mm) brought relief to eastern 
summer crops, but additional rain is still needed. The rains ended 
a 2-week hot, dry spell that stressed eastern sorghum and cotton. 
Weekly temperatures averaged 1-2 degrees C above normal, with 
early-week maximum temperatures ranging from 36 to 40 degrees 
C. Light to moderate showers (10-50 mm) fell across northeastern 
Queensland, benefiting sugarcane. Dry weather favored late winter 
wheat harvesting across the south. During December, above-normal 
rainfall across the south slowed wheat harvesting. The eastern 
summer crop region received near- to slightly below-normal 
December rainfall. 














AVERAGE TEMPERATURE (°C) 
December 1993 























Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin January 19, 1994 











SOUTH AMERICA Total Precipitation (mm) 








SOUTH AMERICA: In Argentina, light rain (3-12 mm) fell across 
central and northern Buenos Aires and southern Cordoba, keeping 
soils moist for germinating soybeans and vegetative corn. 
Elsewhere, dry weather prevailed-allowing winter wheat harvesting 
to progress across southern Buenos Aires and soybean planting in 
southern Santa Fe. Winter wheat harvesting and soybean planting 
is about 60-70 percent completed. Dry weather also prevailed 
across the northern cotton areas. Despite a wet start to the growing 
season, the cotton areas of eastern Formosa are becoming dry. 
Weekly temperatures averaged 1-2 degrees below normal across 
central Argentina. Across southem Brazil, widespread showers 
(10-60 mm) covered most crop areas, favoring vegetative soybeans 
and corn. Heavier showers (75-150 mm) fell across portions of Sao 
Paulo, Goias, and Minas Gerais, keeping soils well watered for 
soybeans, cotton, coffee, citrus, and sugarcane. The southern Bahian 
cocoa region received only light rain (5-23 mm). Southern Paraguay 
received little or no rain during the past 4 weeks (since mid- 
December), raising concerns for soybeans and cotton. Rainfall from 
October to mid-December had been adequate. In December, near- 
to above-normal rainfall covered most of southern Brazil and central 
Argentina. The rains benefited Brazilian crops, but caused summer 
crop planting and wheat harvesting delays in Argentina. Southern 
Paraguay received near- to below-normal December rainfall. 
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NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Intermittent showers (10-47 mm) 
covered winter grains in easter Algeria and northern Tunisia, 
improving conditions for crop emergence and establishment. Light, 
scattered precipitation (2-20 mm) over Morocco and western Algeria 
followed last week’s abundant rainfall, maintaining adequate 
moisture for winter grains in the vegetative stage. In December, 
well-below-normal precipitation covered winter grain areas in 
Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia. Moisture reserves in Morocco and 
western Algeria were adequate to meet the crop water requirements 
of winter grains in the early vegetative stage. However, in Tunisia, 
continued dry weather in December created unfavorable conditions 
for seed germination and plant establishment. 
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SOUTH AFRICA Total Precipitation (mm) 

7% SOUTH AFRICA: Soaking rains (50-117 mm) stretched from 
®) southwestern Transvaal to Natal, greatly increasing moisture 
reserves across the western com areas. Rainfall elsewhere ranged 
from 15 to 40 mm, including coastal sugarcane regions. Weekly 
temperatures averaged near to below normal. In December, rainfall 
averaged near to below normal over most primary com and 
sugarcane areas and warmer-than-normal conditions (1-2 degrees C 
above normal) enhanced evapotranspiration rates of establishing 
corn. December rainfall was above normal throughout crop regions 

of the Cape Province and southern Natal. 


SOUTH AFRICA...TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 


SOUTH AFRICA...PERCENT of NORMAL PRECIPITATION 
DEC 1993 























SOUTH AFRICA...AVERAGE TEMPERATURE (°C) 


SOUTH AFRICA...TEMPERATURE ANOMALY (°C) 
DEC 1995 


DEC 1995 





vorswane ~~ ; 


AFRICR ome 
Stote 





























January 19, 1994 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 












































Re em ee 

















TTA 


‘TURE 


























The Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin is published weekly 
and jointly prepared by the U.S. Department of Commerce, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). Publication began 
in 1872 as the Weekly Weather Chronicle. It is issued 
under general authority of the Act of January 12, 1895 (44- 
USC 213), 53d Congress, 3d Session. NOAA is responsible for 
managing, printing, and distributing the bulletin. The 
contents may be reprinted freely, with proper credit. 


Annual subscriptions: domestic first class $45, foreign 
$55 (in U.S. funds by international money order or check 
drawn on U.S. bank) payable to U.8. Department of Commerce, 
WOAA. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Weekly Weather 
and Crop Bulletin, MOAA/USDA, Joint Agricultural Weather 
Facility, USDA South Building, Room 5844, Washington, DC 
20250. Order subscriptions from the office and address 
listed above. First class postage paid at Washington, DC, 
and additional mailing offices. 


U.8. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

National Weather Service/Climate Analysis Center 

Managing Editor... .. Douglas Le Comte (202) 720-7919 
Editor .....+ +++ « « « Brad Rippey (202) 720-1444 
Meteorologists ..... . . David Secora 

Vilhelm Bjerknes and Jeff Savadel 


Subscriptions .... .. . . Joyce Houston (202) 720-7917 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Economics Management Staff 

E.M.S. Editor ....... . Sharon Lee 

National Agricultural Statistics Service 

Agricultural Statistician . . David Mueller (202) 720-2157 
State Summaries Editor .. . Klara Haskins (202) 720-8033 
World Agricultural Outlook Board 

Agricultural Weather Analysts . . Ray Motha (202) 720-9805 
Tom Puterbaugh, Mark Brusberg, and Bob Stefanski 

















Total Snow Cover (Inches) 
January 18, 1994 


NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY _ Based on preliminary reports 
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